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ROBINSON ROAD, BELLEVUE 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [9.51 pm]: Members will recall that at the commencement 
of proceedings today, I presented a petition to keep Robinson Road in Bellevue open. That petition contained 
186 signatures, but that is in addition to the petition that was couched in the very same terms that Hon Peter Collier 
kindly tabled on my behalf last Thursday when I was unexpectedly away from Parliament due to ill health. That 
petition was signed by more than 4 640 petitioners. At the outset, I acknowledge the Bellevue Residents and 
Ratepayers Association, including its chair, Mark Richards, and its committee members. The association is and continues 
to be at the forefront of raising the community’s significant concerns with the McGowan Labor government’s 
decision to close Robinson Road to accommodate the new Bellevue railcar manufacturing and assembly facility. 
I want to be clear on one thing straightaway: the petitioners welcome the facility; however, as the petition outlines, 
they do not accept being disadvantaged as a result of it. That disadvantage can be seen across multiple fronts. At 
its core is the significant impact that the closure will have on traffic movement for both residents and businesses, 
and businesses—I understand there are over 70—will have major disruptions. They are concerned that it will lead 
to potential closures, and, if that happens, there will be job losses. 
It is important to reflect that the people who signed the petitions tabled both today and last week are not from areas 
remote from this road. In fact, nearly all are from communities very close to the impacted area. They are within 
a very small radius. Take the 186 members of the community whose names appeared on the petition that I tabled 
today. On my quick calculation, around 150—one or two either side—of those 186 live in Bellevue, Helena Valley, 
Swan View, Midland, Glen Forrest, Darlington, Hovea, Mundaring and other surrounding suburbs. That same 
geographic spread is also seen very clearly in the 4 600-plus signed petition that Hon Peter Collier tabled last week 
for me. The government will say that it has now undertaken additional traffic modelling that has found that the 
closure will not adversely affect the surrounding traffic network, and that some minor improvements will be made. 
I say to you, President, that the local residents and businesses that will be affected beg to differ, and the very strong 
community response to the petition shows it.  
Anyone who travels around that area, and I do on a very regular basis, will know that it is already busy and 
congested, and it will only get worse. By way of background, the proposed closure came as a surprise to everyone. 
The Bellevue Residents and Ratepayers Association stated in its submission, which was tabled in the house last 
Thursday by Hon Dr Steve Thomas, that the closure was nowhere to be found in the publicly available material 
about the railcar facility. Furthermore, there has been a complete lack of community engagement or recognition 
of the community’s concerns. The submission states — 

The announcement of the Metronet Railcar Assembly Facility coming to Bellevue was welcome news to the 
local community. People and businesses saw opportunities for more jobs, not only at Metronet, but with the 
many local businesses conveniently located to provide Metronet with a broad range of goods and services. 
However, the sense of anticipation and optimism has been marred with the knowledge that Metronet is 
working towards closing Robinson Rd, without taking into consideration the impact on the local and regional 
community. The change to local network movement will force traffic to either rat run through residential 
streets to Great Eastern Highway or add to the congestion on Clayton St and at the Lloyd Street underpass. 
Our Community south of the train line face significant travel time delays and lengthened journeys without 
this important link road. 

The traffic modelling that has been undertaken and that the government relies upon is seen by many in the community 
as far too limited in scope. It does not adequately take into account the broader impact of the closure on traffic flow 
and congestion across the surrounding road network. It is because of this that the petitioners are calling for two things: 
first, an alternative solution to the closure and, second, the preparation of an integrated transport plan that involves 
an overarching review of the entire area. It is the association’s very strong view that the development of this plan 
needs to involve input from all stakeholders, not just the state government agencies relevant to the project. It must 
also include input from the relevant local government authorities, mainly the Cities of Swan and Kalamunda, as well 
as the Shire of Mundaring, and it must include input from local residents, ratepayers associations and businesses. 
There is real and justifiable concern in the community about the impact of the government’s decision. The City of 
Swan and the Shire of Mundaring have also been very clear about their concerns. The matter has been raised in 
council meetings and motions have been moved at both councils and have been unanimously supported. The 
association’s submission also includes a submission seeking the retention of the road from the Darlington Residents 
and Ratepayers Association, the Helena Valley Estate Residents’ Association, the Mundaring Residents and Ratepayers 
Progress Association, the Midland Society and the Midland and Districts Historical Society. Even the Labor member 
for Midland has voiced significant concerns. In an article in the Echo News she was quoted as saying — 

“Alternatives need to be looked at … 
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“The alternatives have to include how they can reconfigure some of the requirements of METRONET or 
whether there’s other possibilities for other railway crossing points. 
“We need to look at those alternatives before it’s too late.” 

She agrees with the concerns of businesses and residents who say current road infrastructure is not coping. 

… 
“As the old Midland Railway Workshops side has been developed there’s been a whole lot more traffic 
movements and now with [the new] Bunnings and other big stores [on Clayton Street] my view is the railway 
crossing points are going to be under even more pressure. 
“If you don’t cross at Lloyd Street you’re looking at going up to Scott Street and Scott Street is already 
an intersection that Main Roads knows is under pressure. 

“Like-wise, the intersection of Lloyd Street and Great Eastern Highway must already be close to its 
maximum capacity.” 

She said she has communicated her concerns to her party and expressed disappointment at the circumstances 
leading to the proposed closure. 
“I am disappointed that when the [the Bellevue railcar facility] was announced there was no mention at 
the need to close Robinson Road and I suspected some people thought it was a minor road used by very 
few people but it is a major transit route through our area for both commercial and residential. 
“I have raised [my concerns] with [Transport Minister] Rita [Saffioti]. 

“She knows I don’t want to see Robinson Road closed.”  
I hope the government will listen to all these concerns and recognise that these concerns are real and that they need 
to be taken seriously. I would also like to encourage the members of the Standing Committee on Environment and 
Public Affairs, who will, of course, now deliberate on this petition, to visit the site so that they can see firsthand the 
impact that closing Robinson Road will have. Again, I say that not just a couple of residents or a couple of businesses 
will be affected. I ask that the government remember that over 4 820 people signed this petition, almost all of whom 
live in and around the impacted area. These community members need to be listened to. They need to be heard 
and a better solution needs to be found. 
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